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1 Regional framework 

1.1 Vision for Regional Development  

The vision for the GMR is for it to become a globally-

competitive metropolis with a self-built resilience capacity 

to sustain the pace of economic and urban development 

in Punjab.  The region will also offer unique lifestyle 

choices and memorable experiences to its residents and 

visitors.  

 

The primary objective as set forward at the regional plan 

level is to ensure that enough land resources have been 

allocated to meet the target population by the year 2056. 

This safeguarding shall not only be for the ultimate 

population, but also in alignment with the intended 

economic and infrastructure development. 

 

The major objectives and goals for development of the 

GMR are as follows:  

§ To build and transform the region into an attractive 

place to live, work, play and learn. 

§ To strengthen the economic, social and cultural 

well being of the region.  

§ To regulate and optimise urban development so 

that the outlying areas of fertile agriculture land, 

natural features, water catchments and 

ecologically-sensitive zones are conserved and 

preserved. 

§ To prioritize development in areas with existing 

infrastructure development, community facilities 

and other commercial entities.  

§ To encourage sustained economic growth, thereby 

improving the quality of the living and working 

environments. 

§ To promote growth in tourism in accordance with 

the growth strategy of the GMR. 

§ To encourage creation and expansion of new 

businesses and growth areas like e-commerce, 

environmental science and research, aviation and 

logistics as well as the creative sector.  

§ To preserve and enhance the network of green and 

open spaces.  

§ To create a good variety of housing types and 

ample job opportunities for the residents. 

§ To conserve and enhance the region’s historical, 

architectural and cultural assets. 

1.2 Broad Planning Intention for the Banur LPA 

In the GMADA Regional Plan 2006 – 2056, the total 

amount of land that can be urbanized is 42,740 ha, which 

constitutes 35.9% of the region’s overall land area.  This 

is to be distributed among the region’s six LPAs.  The 

objective is to establish a logical and sensitive growth and 

land utilisation strategy for the region. 

 

In addition, seven economic clusters have been identified 

in the GMADA Regional Plan 2006 – 2056.  Each cluster 

is to have its own distinctive group of primary and 

secondary economic activities (see Table 1.1 and Figure 

1.1). 

 

Table 1.1:  An overview of the economic clusters 
within the GMR 
 

Economic 
Cluster 

Primary / Secondary 
Economic Activities 

Central 
S.A.S. Nagar 

CBD 
Financial district 
Arts and cultural centre 
Administrative centre 

South-Eastern 
S.A.S. Nagar 

Airport hub 
Logistic hub 
Aviation-related industries 

Zirakpur 
Heavy manufacturing 
Warehousing 
Medium/small-scale manufacturing 

Banur- Zirakpur 
Corridor 

Education-knowledge belt 
Business-technological corridor 
Regional park 
Southern gateway (with a direct 
link to New Delhi) 

Shivalik Hills 

Nature conservation and 
preservation 
Public enjoyment of the local flora 
and fauna 
Regional ecological park 
Micro-climatic modifiers 

Mullanpur 
Resort centre 
Low-density country living 
Northern gateway 

Agriculture 
(Rural) Zone 

Diversification of agriculture 
activities 
Regional growth center – Critical 
mass approach to rural 
development 
Preservation of agriculture lands 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

1-3 
Chapter 1…… Regional Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1.1: Proposed development strategies for the 

GMR 

 

The broad planning intention for the Banur LPA is derived 

from the broader vision and objectives of the GMADA 

Regional Plan 2006 – 2056. 

 

The immediate objective for the Banur LPA is “to 

operationalise the concept of an institutional town within a 

park setting, through integration of residential, institutional, 

commercial and green/open space uses, ultimately to 

achieve a harmonized sustainable development.” 

 

The medium and long-term objective is “to develop Banur 

in alignment with the regional development strategies and 

to intensify the educational, community and cultural 

facilities to support the development of the intended 

institutional hub.” 

 

Ultimately, the vision is to develop Banur into a world-

class and premier institutional hub. 

 

Banur’s proximity to Patiala [located to the west of the 

GMR], S.A.S. Nagar and Zirakpur (see Figure 1.2) 

provides it with a large population catchment, including 

students at the various stages of education.  This 

facilitates the positioning of Banur as the nucleus for 

educational, knowledge and research-based activities, 

which is in line with the vision to develop the Banur-

Zirakpur Corridor as a knowledge-business-technological 

belt. 

Fig. 1.2: The Banur LPA 

 

The strategies to achieve the vision for the Banur LPA are 

as follows: 

§ To respond effectively to the regional impact of the 

fast-growing neighborhood towns of S.A.S. Nagar 

and Zirakpur. 

§ To ensure direct connectivity to important 

transportation nodes such as airports and bus 

terminals, and more importantly, to the regional 

transportation network. 


